WHO SHOULD YALE
ADMIT?

Y62 Coffee Hour
November, 2022

Y,




Questions:

«What kind of class shouldYale admissions aim to
build?

«How should they do it?




Agenda

Yale Admissions: 100 years in 20 minutes
Breakout groups: how shouldYale select entering students?

Plenary: reports from breakout groups, discussion

Wrap-up




WhatYale Looks For

« Admissions Dean Jeremiah Quinlan: “exceptionally promising students from all
backgrounds” through a “deliberative, and human-centered process”

 President Salovey: “extraordinary students with a wide range of talents, interests,
viewpoints, and backgrounds”

« Admissions website: “students we can help to become the leaders of their
generation in whatever they wish to pursue.”




Mark Oppenheimer

(Author, journalist, B.A., Ph.D., Yale)

-Admissions offices “lack transparency” and
“are probably the most dishonest places at
lelite] universities”




Students For Fair Admissions v. Harvard
University and University of North Carolina




Students For Fair Admissions v. Harvard
University and University of North Carolina




Students For Fair Admissions v. Harvard
University and University of North Carolina

HOME OPINION UNIVERSITY CITY SCITECH ARTS SPORTS MULTIMEDIA WHEND

YSS-Leader-Opportunities Fair-11/3/22

SFFA funded by large conservative
oroups with Federalist Society ties




If you were Yale’s dean of admissions, would you prefer:

e Yale’s current, holistic process which seeks diversity by including
race as one factor in admissions.

e Yale’s current process, but without considering race as a factor.

o Admit based on academic strength.




Criteria are Consequential: Harvard Study of
Admissions Criteria and Class Demography




Harvard Study of Admissions Policies

B Asian [ White @ International/Unknown [ Black/Hispanic/Native American
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Harvard Study of Admissions Policies

B Asian [ White @ International/Unknown [ Black/Hispanic/Native American

Scenario 2: All factors except race and gender
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Composite across the 2007-2016 classes
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Harvard Study of Admissions Policies

B Asian [ White @ International/Unknown [ Black/Hispanic/Native American

Scenario 1: Academics only

L

Scenario 2: All factors except race and gender

I s e

Composite across the 2007-2016 classes
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Class of 2026 Demographics

Asian American
White
International

Black/Hispanic/Native




High School Graduates by Race, 1999 and
2022

% of graduates, % of graduates, 2022
1999 (est.)

White
Black

Hispanic

Asian/Pacific Islander
Native American

Two or More Races




A little admissions history

« Y-H-P before 1920: not highly selective, admitted mostly based on academics
« Academically qualified applicants usually admitted

 1920s: More applicants = more selective

» Ivies were nervous about rapidly growing pool of academically talented Jewish applicants

« Solution: broaden admissions criteria--embrace diversity to limit diversity
 Personal qualities ("Character”, “"Leadership” etc.)

Alumni interviews
Legacy admissions preferences (Yale was first)
Geographic diversity
Informal quota: limit Jews to 10% of students
« Yale's quota persisted until early 1960s




Yale Admissions: Class of 1980, 2000,

2026
| 198 | 2000 | 2026
Applicants 9,387 12,952 50,015

Admitted 2,478 2,371 2,234
% Admitted 26.4% 18.3% 4.5%

First-year class 1300 1409 1557

Yield 52.4% 59.4% 70%




Historical SAT Scores

Class of: 50™ percentile

bal 50™ percentile math
= verba

602 (662%)
683 (743%)
670 (730%)
670 (730%)
730
750
750




Chance of getting in toYale
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Varsity Athletes at Elite Universities

University # Varsity Athletes % of Enrolment
Dartmouth College 889 21%

Princeton University 988 19%

Harvard University 16%

Yale University 1%

Massachusetts Institute of
Technology 15%

Brown University 14%

Stanford University 12%

Columbia University 10%

University of Pennsylvania 936 9%

Source: Anderson and Sverluga, "Varsity athletes, admissions and enrolment at top colleges.”
Washington Post, June 12, 2019.
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You be the admissions officer

 ShouldYale consider race in building a class?




How much emphasis should Yale put on enhancing
ethnic and racial diversity in the entering class?

e A great deal
e Some
e A little

e None




You be the admissions officer

 ShouldYale consider race in building a class?

 ShouldYale give a boost to legacy applicants?




How much of a boost should Yale give to
legacies?

e A great deal
e Some
e A little

e None




You be the admissions officer

 ShouldYale consider race in building a class?
 ShouldYale give a boost to legacy applicants?

« What should Yale do about athletic recruits?




Yale recruits fewer athletes than permitted by the lvy
League. Do you believe:

e Yale should increase recruiting to achieve parity with Princeton and Harvard.
e Yale’s current policy is about right
e Yale should reduce the number of recruited athletes

e Yale should have no recruited athletes




You be the admissions officer

 ShouldYale consider race in building a class?
 ShouldYale give a boost to legacy applicants?
« What shouldYale do about athletic recruits?

 ShouldYale reinstate required admissions tests (SAT or ACT)?




Yale currently encourages but does not require applicants to take
the SAT or ACT tests. Should Yale...

e Require applicants to take the SAT or ACT

« Continue its test-optional policy.

o Ignore SAT/ACT scores in the admissions process




You be the admissions officer

 ShouldYale consider race in building a class?

 ShouldYale give a boost to legacy applicants?

« What shouldYale do about athletic recruits?

 ShouldYale reinstate required admissions tests (SAT or ACT)?

 ShouldYale give a boost to "development” admits (from families able to make
very large donations)




Breakout Groups

« What criteria should Yale emphasize?

« What advice would you offer to Yale admissions?




Discussion




Credits

 Producer (who makes all things possible): Jean McKillop
« Coffee Hour Team (who provided vital support): Jay Hatch, Tim Hall

« Y62 Communications Team (treasured co-workers): Gary Richardson, Dick
Riseling, John Stewart, Bill Weber

« Senior Consultant (font of information and error-correction specialist): Al
Chambers







Athletes: Football

WR/6'0"/ 184 LBS / ECONOMICS
SENIOR /| WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. / THE GROTON SCHOOL

NOAH AARON » FULL BIO

LB /6'4" /212 LBS / POLITICAL SCIENCE
SENIOR / BROCKTON, MASS. / XAVERIAN BROTHERS

BRIAN ABRAHAM b FULL BIO

RB /58" /191 LBS/ECONOMICS
SENIOR / RESTON, VA. / SOUTH LAKES

SPENCER ALSTON b FULL BIO
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5 3 % first-year applicants

identify as students of color Single-Choice Early Action: 7,366
(US Cit. & Perm Res.) Regular Decision: 42,649

20% 18% 12%

Pell Grant recipients first-generation students legacy affiliation

1,147
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students receiving a

Yale need-based 5 1
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Athletes: Women’s Golf

JUNIOR / WESTERVILLE, OHIO / OLENTANGY ORANGE
ASHLEY AU » FULL BIO

SENIOR [ BEIJING, CHINA / SANTA CATALINA SCHOOL
coco CHAI » FULL BIO

SOPHOMORE /| SHANGHAI, CHINA / HOTCHKISS SCHOOL
DAPHNE CHAO o




Athletes: Women’s Crew

61"
SOPHOMORE / DUNEDIN, NEW ZEALAND / BAYFIELD

EVA HOFMANS b FULL BIO

5'0"
JUNIOR / SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA / QUEENWOOD SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
SOPHIE HOUSTON » FULL BIO

60"
SENIOR /| LONGMEADOW, MASS. / LONGMEADOW

HANNAH JOHNS » FULL BIO




U.S. OPEN QUALIFIER EUNICE LEE (2024) MAKES VERBAL COMMITMENT
TO YALE




The green of Yale University in New Haven, Conn., is pictured.

Christopher Capozziello/Getty Images

Yale, MIT Lose Bid to End Suit Alleging Admissions
Collusion (1)




€he New Hork Eimes

Elite Colleges’ Quiet Fight to Favor

Alumni Children

Colleges like Yale and Harvard give a boost to legacy applicants.
But with atfirmative action under attack, that tradition may
become harder to defend.




Is Yale in Decline?

Yale's certainly richer and more popular. But is it still what it used to be?

By Steven Mintz - Published April 7,2022

Did you notice that the University Ranking by Academic Performance placed Yale
University 30th in its global rankings? Or that CWTS Leiden Ranking had Yale at 49?
Or that the NTU Performance Ranking of Scientific Papers located Yale 21st? It's
14th in the QS World University Rankings and 17th in the RUR Research
Performance Ranking. It ranks 108th for international collaboration.




Fencing Can Be Six-Figure Expenswe,
but It Wins in College Admissions

How niche sports offer a pathway to the Ivy League and other elite
schools.
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YALE'S LIMIT ON JEWISH

ENROLLMENT LASTED UNTIL
EARLY 1960°S, BOOK SAYS










